During the 1993-94 truce, Taylor said,
the homeless population stayed steady. He

reports a significant rise in the last eight

months. Last year 38 homeless deaths
were reported in the Santa Monica/West

L.A./Venice area. Taylor works with
Children Helping Poor and Homeless
People, and says lunch bags given out
have jumped from 180 in March to 300 in
June, with more and more people on the
streets, more folks cut off assistance, more
“illegals,” more runaway kids.

Waggoner recalled how the City
undermined and weakened the private
charitable teams of people feeding home-
Jess people regularly in city parks under
the organizational name Faith. Eager to
disperse the homeless, the City offered
money to Faith and a building to go
indoors, making the feedings less visible,
less accessible, and smaller. Faith com-
plied, moving its meals to the Salvation
Army, Ocean Park Community Center,
and Step Up On Second. Within six
months, the City cut funding completely,
ending all meals. A small splinter group
called Hope continues to feed outdoors.

Police frequently harass homeless peo-
ple in food lines, checking IDs and war-
rants, and turning meals into ordeals. In
the last few years, Waggoner said, police
harassment has reduced the numbers in
food lines from 350 down to 200. But the
numbers began to rise again as despera-

tion from welfare cuts hits the street.

Councilmember Genser insisted it is
not illegal to sleep in Santa Monica and
that he is not aware of any police harass-
ment. “It’s legal,” responded Waggoner,
“if you levitate.” She recalls that when she
lived in her bus, she was repeatedly
denied a parking permit since you can't be
homeless and get one. Cops now regularly
use the Vehicle Occupancy law to harass
homeless vehicular sleepers — particular-
ly activists like herself, she said.
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